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Useful Web Sites for Commuters 
 

Local Utilities 
 

TECO Electric (Electricity):  http://www.tampaelectric.com 

Brighthouse (Telephone, Cable & Internet):  http://tampabay.mybrighthouse.com 
 

Local Newspaper 
 

Tampa Tribune:  http://tampatrib.com 

St. Petersburg Times:  http://sptimes.com 
 

Local Police Departments 
 

Hillsborough County:  http://www.tampagov.net/dept_Police 

St. Petersburg:  http://www.stpete.org/police 

Brandon:  http://www.cityofbrandon.net/brandon_police_department.html 

Clearwater:  http://www.clearwaterpolice.org 

Pasco County:  http://www.usacops.com/fl/s34654/index.html 
 

Local City Information 
 

Official site for the City of Tampa:  http://www.tampagov.net 

Hillsborough County:  http://hillsboroughcounty.org 

Official site for the City of St. Petersburg:  http://www.stpete.org 

Official site for the City of Clearwater:  http://www.clearwater-fl.com 
 

Parking/Transportation 
 

Campus Map/Parking:http://www.ut.edu/uploadedFiles/visitors/2008UTMap-Color.pdf 

Tampa Bus System:  http://www.hartline.org 
 

 

Don’t forget you will need to contact these services prior to moving in!
  

The Off-Campus Housing Web site is:  

http://www.ut.edu/detail.aspx?id=5572 
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General guidelines to help in 

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OSFAP/DirectLoan/BudgetCalc/budget.html
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OSFAP/DirectLoan/BudgetCalc/budget.html
mailto:reslife@ut.edu
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Quick Tips 
 

 Keep records of everything you do, 

especially if it involves money or 

signing anything. 

 Not all apartments out there advertise 

with UT, so explore all resources. 

There are plenty of apartments to rent; 

the challenge is finding them.  

 Most of this process can be done 

without traveling there prior to 

signing your lease. If you have a 

chance to view your apartment choice, 

do so. 

http://www.ut.edu/detail.aspx?id=5572
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Moving In & Moving Out 
 

Before You Move In 
 

You may legally be held responsible for 

any damage that you, your roommates, 

or guests do to the premises while you 

live there.  However, you are not 

responsible for normal “wear and tear.”  

To protect yourself, insist that the 

landlord inspect the premises before you 

move in. 
 

Make sure to write down any damage or 

problems on a sheet of paper that both 

you and the landlord sign, along with an 

acknowledgement that these damages or 

problems existed before you moved in 

and you are not responsible for them.  If 

the premises aren’t clean when you 

move in, and you have to clean them, 

ask the landlord to make an adjustment 

to your first month’s rent, or change the 

lease to indicate that you do not have to 

clean before you move out.  You also 

may want to ask for some other 

concession for having to take possession 

of a dirty residence. 
 

Remember, by not cleaning the premises 

before you moved in, the landlord has 

saved money or time.  Make sure to 

keep a copy of the move-in inspection 

for your files. 
 

Storing Your Stuff 
 

If your new apartment is too small to 

hold all of your belongings or you are 

leaving for the summer and need to store 

your items for a few months, consider 
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Purchase Renter’s Insurance 
 

Please be aware that the owners of rental property are not liable for loss to a tenant’s 

personal property.  It is the renter’s responsibility to purchase insurance coverage to protect 

your financial interest in personal property and liability concerns.  This is particularly 

significant if you cannot afford to immediately replace items that are lost, stolen, or 

damaged.  This coverage is less expensive than the replacement of many of your personal 

belongings (clothing, jewelry, electronics, furniture, etc.).  Liability coverage will protect 

you in the event someone injured on the apartment premises personally sues you.  Here are 

some places to search for Renter’s Insurance: 
 

http://www.netquote.com 

http://www.geico.com 

http://www.nisecure.nationwide.com
 

Inventory Valuables 
 

Make sure to keep an updated inventory of your valuables by writing down serial numbers 

with descriptions of each item.  

http://www.netquote.com/
http://www.geico.com/
http://www.nisecure.nationwide.com/
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VOLUNTARY MEAL PLANS FOR COMMUTERS 
 

Voluntary meal plans are available to commuters, faculty and staff.  Voluntary meal plans are 

subject to policies and procedures as follow: 
 

1. Meal cards are not to be used by anyone other than who it was issued to. 

2. Block meal plans have to be used up within the semester that it is purchased in.  Block 

meal plans do not roll over from semester to semester. 

3. Block meal plans are to be used only at The Cafe and Panache.  Block meal plans may not 

be used as exchanges. 

4. UT Dollars added to a plan will carry over whether or not a plan is purchased for the 

following semester. 

5.  If your card is lost or stolen, it is your responsibility to report it to the Dining Services 

office immediately at 813.257.3088. 

6.  There is a $25 charge for returned checks. 
 




